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Issue No. 12

DR. AND MRS.
LEHMAN STRAUSS

Set Apart For A Teaching Ministry
His ministry began on Christmas day in 1927
when a teenage girl gave him a Scofield
Reference Bible as a gift and in the process led
him to the Lord. That girl later became his ~ife.
Mrs. Strauss (Elsie Marie) made a great impact
on his life. She served as an inspiration and a
major source of encouragement for him to study
the Bible.
This encouragement led to his first pastorate in
1938 at Bristol, Pennsylvania. Later Dr. Strauss
moved to a pastorate in Detroit, Michigan. While
in Pennsylvania, he earned his high school
diploma (at the age of 30) and began to attend
Eastern Baptist Seminary. Since he was not a
college graduate, the Seminary held his credits
on file until a few years later when he had earned
both a diploma from Philadelphia College of the
Bible and the Bachelor of Arts Degree in Science
from The King's College.
His graduation puts Dr. Strauss in the record
books. At the same time that his son was
receiving his degree from Wheaton College, Dr.
Strauss was presented with two degrees, the B.A.
and the honorary Doctorate of Literature. In
addition to this, he also delivered the
Commencement address at his own graduation.
During the same period, Dr. Strauss taught Old
Testament History at the Philadelphia College of
the Bible and was holding the pastorate of
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Calvary Baptist Church in Bristol, Pennsylvania.
Needless to say, almost his entire congregation
tu:ned out to see their pastor graduate. Following
this, he taught New Testament Epistles at the
Detroit Bible College.
Leaving the pastorate in 1963, he responded
to numerous calls from across the Americas and
the world and began to travel as a Bible teacher
speaking in churches and conferences in both '
hemispheres.
As a result, he and his wife have lived on the
road for the past 14 years and have travelled
approximately 50, 000 miles annually visiting
such coutries as Europe, Korea, Japan, South
America and Vietnam. "When you're doing what
you know God wants you to do," Dr. Strauss
said, "you have peace. We never were distressed
by any inconvenience because we were doing
what God called us to do."
The influence of two parents who loved and
served God with such dedication is evident in the
lives of the Strauss' s children. Their older son,
Richard, is now the senior pastor of the
3,000-member congregation of Emmanuel Faith
Community Church in Escondido, California and
is a popular conference speaker as well. He
received the Doctoral Degree from Dallas
Theological Seminary. John, the Strauss's second
son, is an elder and the Chairman of the
Christian Education Board of Metropolitan
Baptist Church in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. In
addition, their grandson, Michael, (Richard's son)
is currently in his second year of studies at Biola.
In 1970, Dr. Strauss added a weekly radio
program to his speaking schedule called the Bible
Study Time. Beginning then on only 3 stations, in
the next seven years it expanded to 80 stations
across 29 states, and merged with the Biola Hour
approximately a year ago. The impact of the
program has been great, according to the letters
received.
Dr. Strauss commented, "We never know the
full results of the blessings received since a
comparatively small percentage of the listeners
write in. However, the response is sufficient to
encourage us to carry on.''
He added that when listeners do respond, it is
often to write of courage received, faith
strengthened, understanding received about
difficult passages of Scripture or to tell of having
received Christ as Savior.

DR. STRAUSS' ITINERARY
FOR 1979
Canton Baptist Temple,
515 Whipple Avenue
Canton, Ohio 44708
21-26 Cruise to the West Indian Islands
28-31 Shiloh Christian School,
717 Cleveland Road
Saraland, Alabama 365 71
Southern Keswick Bible Conference,
Feb.
5700
- lOOth Way N.,
3-9
St. Petersburg, Florida 33 708
25-28 Prophetic Conference
Calvary Baptist Church,
Whittier, California 90601
Mar.
Curtis Baptist Church,
18-21 1316 Broad Street,
Augusta, Georgia 30901
25-30 North Raleigh Chapel,
5421 Six Forks Road
Raleigh, N. C. 27 609
Apr.
Woodmont Independent Church,
1-4
3440 Stokesmont,
Nashville, Tennessee 37215
22-29 Greater Philadelphia Prophecy
Conference (Mail to 8826 Calvert St.,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19152)
Apr. 30- Fifth Avenue Baptist Church,
May 4 2500 E. Fifth Avenue
Knoxville, Tennessee 37914
Moody Bible Institute Prophecy
May
Conference, Seattle, Washington
6-11
26-28 Gideons Retreat,
Gloriette, New Mexico
Maranatha Bible Conference,
July
4 759 Lake Harbor Road
1-6
Muskegon, Michigan 49441
8-13 Gull Lake Bible Conference,
Box 1,
Hickory Corners, Michigan 49060
15-20 Muskoka, Baptist Conference,
Box 520, Huntsville, Ontario,
Canada POA lKO
22-27 Guelph Bible Conference,
485 Waterloo Avenue,
Guelph, Ontario, Canada
Jan.
7-14

A PERSONAL LEITER FROM
DR. STRAUSS
Dear ones in Christ:
It seems like a long time since I have written a
personal word to you. The weeks and months
have been full with much activity for our Lord:
writing, speaking in Bible conferences, preparing
the lessons for the Biola Hour, answering mail,
etc. Mrs. Strauss and I spent four months
traveling from California to New York and back
during which time I spoke 107 times. We are
tired in the work but not tired of it.
The last few weeks have been for me a
spiritually refreshing time. I have spent many
hours in preparation for a new series of Bible
studies for our radio audience in the Book of the
Revelation. I am really anticipating presenting this
series to you. Do you realize that this is the only
book of the 66 books in the Bible that promises a
special blessing to those who read and study it? I
know you will not want to miss the blessing that
is in store. You can prepare now by starting to
read through the Book of the Revelation and
write in to the Biola Hour for your commentary
on this masterpiece of Biblical prophecy. I have
spent almost 25 years writing this commentary. I
feel it should be in every Christian home.
This is the Holiday Season. I trust you will take
time each day to thank the Lord for his great
salvation, for His holy Word and for our
privileges in sharing the Work with others.
There is an urgent need for funds to sustain our
radio ministry. As the Lord lays it upon your heart
to send in an offering please indicate with your gift
that it is for the radio ministry. If you have any
special prayer requests, please send them along
and our office staff will remember you in prayer at
the regular morning prayer hour.
May our Father's blessing be your portion
today and in all the days that lie ahead.
Keep looking up.

Joyfully yours in Christ.
On the Biola Hour during December
Dr. Lehman Strauss will be presenting
a series of messages on the Book of
Daniel.

/(L-~
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5 MINUTES WITH
A CHRISTIAN
AITORNEY
A SPECIAL MONTHLY FEATURE

A Safe Deposit Box - Is It A Wise Idea?
A safe deposit box is no longer a luxury item
to be used only by those of substantial wealth. In
our present banking circles there are an
abundance of safe deposit boxes and some
banks and savings and loan associations offer
free safe deposit boxes to their customers if the
customer has an account of a required minimum
amount with that financial institution.
It is not necessary that an individual or
family have a safe deposit box and the
advisability of paying for such a box may depend
on the ownership of valuable items, particularly
valuable inflammable items.
Of course, other personal property should be
given consideration, such as jewelry and coin
collections. These latter valuables attract the
attention of burglars who desire something that
can be disposed of quickly.
Some documents which are valuable should
not cause too much concern as many can be
replaced. Legal instruments such as deeds and
trust deeds are usually recorded and can be
replaced if destroyed, lost or stolen. Other
documents, such as insurance policies,
automobile ownership certificates and documents
of public record can be replaced. Stocks which
are lost, destroyed, or stolen can be replaced but
the transfer agents may require a bond to protect
the company.
Bearer bonds, which usually are negotiable by
the person having possession, present a more
difficult problem and should be kept in a safe
place.
Assuming a person has valuables that should
be kept in a secure place, is a safe deposit box a
good answer to the problem?
.
It is true that fire resistant safes are available for
the home or office but the investment may be
substantial. The safe should be fire proof and
attached so securely that its removal would be
most difficult. The safe deposit box is probably
the safest and most economical answer.
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The safe deposit box may be in the name of
the individual or in joint names and signatures of
those who are entitled to enter the box must be
in the possession of the safe deposit box section
of the banking organization. Those desiring to
enter the box must have possession of a deposit
box key.
What problems arise when the owner of a safe
deposit box dies?
Apparently some problems arise in other states
but generally no problems arise in California
which cannot be resolved in a relatively short
time.
If two or more persons are entitled to enter a
safe deposit box and one dies, it is unwise to
enter the box without following the required
procedure. The manager of the safe deposit box
department, if he knows of the death of a joint
owner will refuse entry until the box is checked
by a r~presentative from the County Treasurer~ s
office, with one exception. As a matter of practice
the safe deposit box may be opened for the sole
purpose of obtaining the will of the decendent. If
the box is opened after death but prior to the
checking of the box by the County Treasurer's
representative the person entering the box must
file a declaration of entry into the safe deposit
box explaining why the entry was made and
what items were removed.
The proper procedure for entry into the safe
deposit, subsequent to an owner's death is to
contact the deposit box manager, inquire as to
the day the County Treasurer's representative is
in the area and then call the County Treasurer
and make an appointment to open the safe
deposit box. The person who is to open the box
with the representative from the County
Treasurer's office must have a deposit box key.
The most logical individual to join in opening the
box is a surviving joint tenant and if there is no
joint tenant, the person named as executor in the
will. If there is no surviving joint tenant and no
will the Public Administrator may take charge
untll a duly qualified person petitions for
appointment and is appointed Administrator.
After the representative of the County
Treasurer's office has checked the safe deposit
box and listed the contents, he will release the
box to the surviving joint tenant if there is one,
otherwise to the personal representative, either
the Executor or the Administrator. Unless there
are unusual circumstances, th~ entire process
should take only a few days.

REFLECTING
STEWARDSHIP
By Donna Leonard
Part-time Instructor of Christian Education at Biola College

''Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through nor steal. For
where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also." (Matthew 6:20-21)
Any of us receiving a paycheck knows the
frustrations of having much of it gone in
numberless items long before we cash it
ourselves. It's exciting to learn the lesson of
stewardship, for it has been proven time and
again that we can't outgive God.
In a world where cold, unfeeling laws grab at
my income justiy earned,
I thank You that my heavenly investments
they cannot reach.
For this goal I work on Planet Earth;
to send on ahead my treasures of time,
money, and service,
away from the grasp of greedy men, to be
safely stored with You in the deposit box of
Heaven.
As we spend time quietly in God's presence,
He can trigger creative ideas in our minds,
showing investments we can make that will have
lasting value.
A gift of a rose from our garden, a ten-minute
phone call, a helpful book loaned, an errand
volunteered for someone in need - the Lord
can use almost anything to bridge a relationship
that may bring someone to Him.
He may show that a contemplated purchase is
not necessary at all, that the money can be used
in His work now and at the same time be stored
away in heaven.
He may show that some of our activities are
not really worthwhile, that He wants us to be
available to use those minutes to reach out in
loving service for Him instead.
"Lord, I want to be a wise investor of whatever
You make available to me today - whether it be
service for You, money, or an extra hour of time.
How thrilling to know that when I put You first in
stewardship, no one can take that investment
from me and that You will honor it in Your
eternal plan.''

FROM YOUR
LETIERS
"We are so thankful for Biola and the Biola
Hour. We have received much blessing and
knowledge as we heard from the
missionaries and the student interviews.''
"I listen nearly every morning to your
broadcast, mg church has such a liberal
attitude, anything goes. I need you!"
''Your broadcasts are a real blessing to me.
My husband and I used to listen together,
but now he is home with the Lord. I am
blind, in a wheelchair and 99 years old. I
long to join my husband, but it has not been
my Father's will to take me yet."
"My husband and I are shut-ins. Messages
like yours are so welcome. We are 95 and
96 years old and have been married for 75
years. "
"Your studies mean so much to me each
morning as I start my day. I have been a
Christian for two years and have much to
learn. The love of God comes through your
studies. It is still hard for me to grasp the
love of God because I was taught more the
fear of God.''
"I have a grandson in Biola. Praise God, I
am glad.''
"My stay at Biola was short, but it was
enough to know of the work you are doing
with young people. Biola has a warm place
in my heart and I have often prayerfully
thought of you.''
"It's so good for us old people that can't
read anymore to have the Word of God
read and explained over the air to help us
grow in Him.''

Reprinted from ~nch?r, publis~ed by the Crew of the Good Ship Grace, Inc.,
Hollywood, Cahfom1a. Copyright 1978. Used by permission.

5

OUR GIFT

TO THE
WORLD ..

•

J. RICHARD CHASE, PRESIDENT

In my mind there is nothing more important
than educating dedicated young men and
women to go into the world and spread the
Word.
These young people are our Gift to the World.
Two examples of the type of students at Biola
and Talbot are Chuck and Diane Luber.
Chuck grew up in Butte, Nebraska and
accepted the Lord as Saviour in his junior year in
high school.
Diane was raised in a Christian home and
accepted Christ as a young child. Both of her
parents were graduated from Biola and have
served as missionaries in Japan for 25 years.
Both Chuck and Diane are Biola graduates.
And, it was while Chuck and Diane were students
at the College that they fell in love and were
married.
In June, Chuck will graduate with a Master of
Divinity from Talbot Theological Seminary, a
graduate school of Biola. After that, they begin
preparation for the mission field of Latin America.
Chuck and Diane and others like them are
truly our greatest gift to the world ... they are
the key to sharing the love of Christ . . . they will
be the leaders of our future.

6

Chuck and Diane will be interviewed by Al
Sanders in a special Biola Hour series on
December 4, 5, 8, 12, 15, 19 and 26.

A CHANNEL OF BLESSING
(for you and Biola)

"Render, therefore, unto Caesar the things which
are Caesar's, and unto God the things which are
God's."
Luke 20:25
In this day of rampant inflation and heavy tax
burden, wise stewardship and a scriptural balance
between "Caesar" and God are, at best, not
simple to attain. (Have they ever been?)
The Word of God must serve as the primary
resource for the individual believer in such
matters, as it does in all areas of life. God does,
however, work through other channels to provide
help, encouragement and blessing. Biola's
Development Department is one such channel.
The department consists of a professionally
trained field staff of five Christian financial
advisors, six competent support personnel on
campus and the outside legal counsel of one of
the most knowledgeable Christian estate
attorneys in the nation today. Through these men
and women, Biola is able to help and encourage
friends of the school in their desire to be good
stewards of what God has entrusted to them.
An important aspect of our service is to help
people plan in such a way to "render unto
Caesar the things which are Caesar's'' - and no
more than is rightly his. Nothing is more tragic
than to see hard earned dollars, sometimes
accumulated over a lifetime, needlessly being
paid in taxes for want of knowledgeable advance
planning.
Frequently, savings which now earn a modest
return can be prudently and safely reinvested in
such a way that will dramatically increase current
spendable income and yet provide for the Lord's
work both now and in the future.
A simulated case history might serve to show a
few of the benefits of wise stewardship:
AN ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLE:
Mrs. B. , widow, age 75 owns stock which she
and her late husband sacrificed to buy during the
mid-years of their marriage.
Mrs. B. (and Mr. B when living) has had a long
interest in Biola College, Inc. She would like to

help the school more now but needs income for
living expenses.
The charts below do not attempt to show all
factors involved, but do focus on what can be
accomplished for the current income needs of
Mrs. B. through a Charitable Gift Annuity issued
by Biola.
STOCK OWNERSHIP

Cost Basis
Current Market Value
Annual Income
Taxes
Spendable Income

$30,000
$100,000
$5,000
$500
$4,500

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY

Face Value
(Exchange for Stock)
Annual Income
Taxes
Spendable Income

$100,000
$7,700
$1,138
$6,562

SPENDABLE INCOME INCREASED 45 %

While each person's situation is unique, this
example does show what can be accomplished
through a Biola Gift Annuity to improve
spendable income.
We seek to "develop" the financial base of
support for Biola which is so necessary to
continue its large and growing ministry. In the
process, loved ones and the Lord's work are
helped also.
If we can be of service in any way, simply
complete and return the coupon below. You may
also call (213) 944-0351. There is, of course, no
cost or obligation of any kind.

...--------------------·I
I I am interested in discussing financial planning

I

matters, please contact me for an appointment.

I
I
I

Address

I
I
I
I
I

I

City _ _ _ _ _ _ _State _ _ _____._ip _ _ _

I

I

Phone(---'-----------------

I

L-------------------J
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"Dr. Louis Talbot was one of the spiritual giants of this generation." -

Billy Graham

FOR THIS
I WAS BORN
The captivating story of
DR. LOUIS T. TALBOT
by Carol Talbot

-·-·.

The portrayal of a tremendous life that will warm your
heart, refresh you with humor and adventure, and
inspire faith, courage, and dedication.
As pastor of the Church of the Open Door, President
and Chancellor of Biola, ambassador for Christ to over
twenty countries and on the radio, he caused a million
hearts to smile, to love, to serve.

Available from your local Christian bookstore.
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